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Saint Bartholomew School is located in Penn Hills.  It was established in September, 1954, as a 

parish school to respond to the needs of the youthful and rapidly growing Penn Hills community. 

 We have been offering the benefits of a Catholic education to a generation of young people in 

this area.  Students are taught in a Christian community of sharing and caring in an atmosphere 

that provides joyful, learning experiences. A strong environment of Catholic beliefs and practices 

prevails.  

 

When the school first opened on September 5, 1954, it was fully staffed by the Sisters of the 

Divine Redeemer, religious women dedicated to the Christian formation of young people.  Today 

the school is administered by a lay principal.  St. Bartholomew School continues to be staffed by 

a group of dedicated lay teachers.  All involved continue this work of Catholic/Christian 

education, assisting young people to develop spiritually, intellectually, morally, emotionally, and 

physically. 

 

COAT OF ARMS 

 

Blazon 

 

On the sinister side, the arm-bearerôs left, stands a green hill with a background of gold.  On the 

dexter, is a gold flame on a gold hill with green as the background. 

 

Significance 

 

The green tree of growth stands as a symbol of hopeful, youthful students on a green hill, which 

places the location of St. Bartholomew School in Penn Hills.  The gold flame of Christianity and 

Catholic education is the light on the mountain.  This is not to be hidden but to be witnessed by 
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others.  The two halves in the landscape form an ñMò for devotion to Mary, the Mother of God.  

In the bottom portion of the shield, this ñMò forms a heart to show love of God, family, and 

country. 

 

School Aim 

 

The school aim is to teach as Jesus did.  We instill Catholic doctrine, values, knowledge, skills, 

the building of community, and the importance of serving others. 

 

School Virtue 

 

Our virtue is to grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ through his teachings and 

example. 

 

School Patron 

 

The Guardian Angel is our school patron. 

 

School Colors 

 

Green and gold are our school colors. 

 

School Team 

 

All school teams are known as the Bruins. 

 

School Motto 

 

The St. Bartholomew School motto, as posted on our philosophy, is:  All for the Greater Honor 

and Glory of God.  We have since updated this motto to include the following: Where we are 

sowing seeds for the harvest of life. 
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I.  INTRODUCTION  

 

Vision Statement / Department for Catholic Schools 

 

The Vision for the Department for Catholic Schools is to promote and to sustain Catholic schools 

of unparalleled quality, which integrate faith into every aspect of life and culture, producing 

graduates who continually strive for human and Christian perfection.  

 

Mission of St. Bartholomew School   

 

The mission of St. Bartholomew School is to achieve academic excellence by meeting the 

educational needs of all students.  We prepare pupils to become contributing, responsible citizens of 

the twenty-first century.  St. Bartholomew School invites, challenges, and encourages all students to 

accept and apply the gospel message of Jesus Christ in their lives. 

 

St. Bartholomew School opened its doors in September, 1954, for grades one through three, with an 

enrollment of four hundred fifty.  The school was staffed by the Sisters of the Divine Redeemer.  In 

ensuing years, grades four through eight were added, with the first eighth grade class graduated in 

June, 1960.  By 1960, there were four classes of each grade and a student population of one 

thousand, four hundred ninety-four.  In 1979, the first kindergarten class opened, and in 1988 a 

preschool was added.  Currently we have preschool sessions for three and four year old children. 

 

The educational program at St. Bartholomew School aims to provide excellence in academic and 

Catholic education.  We fully support the spiritual, educational, personal, social, emotional, and 

physical development of each child.  Our teachers gear the classroom environment toward the 

stimulation of a child's desire for knowledge.  The student is encouraged to carry this longing into 

adult life. 

 

The best news about St. Bartholomew School is its record of academic excellence.  Statistics 

provided by the National Catholic Education Association and the Diocese of Pittsburgh indicate 

that St. Bartholomew School students consistently score higher than the national average in all 

areas of standardized tests. 

 

Philosophy and Goals of St. Bartholomew School 

 

School philosophy deals with the most fundamental questions of school function and policy in an 

effort to create a climate suitable for learning.  The philosophy of a Catholic school must answer the 

philosophical questions of the what, how, and why of life through God's revelations and the 

teachings of the church.  It is through education that the individual's philosophies of life are 

developed, and it is important that the school philosophy exist as a means of instilling a Catholic 

understanding of what life is all about.  While it is true that many forces act upon the individual 

student in forming a personal philosophy, it is the function of the philosophy behind the school 

program to supplement the family teachings and also to counteract any possible cultural detractors. 

There are four basic tenets which embody the immediate objectives of education.  Obviously, a 
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sound education must be a main focus.  All state requirements for education will be met.   

 

The first tenet of educational philosophy is to teach in the sense of communicating as an essential 

and specific outlook.  Sources for this teaching are the Hebrew and Christian scriptures and the 

official teachings of the church.  The teacher has a special obligation, also, to represent Jesus Christ 

in a program in which Christian values are taught. 

 

The second tenet involves the community, since faith requires that we love one another.  The 

community should be an expression of the truths we accept.  In considering the school as a 

community, love, justice, respect, and a sharing of burdens in an effort to further God's kingdom on 

earth will all be basic goals. 

 

The third tenet of educational philosophy involves service and concern for others.  If we accept and 

believe in the love of God, our lives will include service to God, the church, and our fellow persons, 

because it is by our service that our school will be known. 

 

The fourth tenet of educational philosophy involves worship.  The students will plan and participate 

in various liturgies and prayer services throughout the school year.  Through these liturgies the 

students will become more aware of the basic truths of our faith as expressed in scripture, tradition, 

and the teachings of the church. 

 

The four basic tenets of school philosophy lead to specific goals.  These goals guide the relationship 

between students and teacher and are present inside and outside of the traditional classroom 

environment. 

 

These Goals Are: 

 

¶ Encourage each individual's sense of worth and self-respect 

¶ Encourage recognition of the importance of religious values, the difference between right 

and wrong, and the fostering of a value system which will enable the student to deal         

effectively with society 

¶ Encourage a wider world view than may be apparent to the student and to nurture the 

sense of the interdependence of human beings 

¶ Encourage the child to build healthy relationships and to communicate 

¶ Encourage academic skills 

¶ Encourage the cultural aspects of education such as art, music, and language 

¶ Encourage the physical well-being of the child 

¶ Attempt to encourage and foster the spirit of honest inquiry and meaningful thought 

¶ Encourage characteristics learned from following Christ and to see Christ in those around 

us  

¶ Encourage the student in furthering his/her commitment to God and others 

 

Many of the specific goals also apply to the faculty of the school, and, in general, these goals serve 

as the starting point of the school philosophy.  Our philosophy is to help the child in every way 

possible so that the students may see themselves as a part of a culture and as an integral part of 
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humanity.  Generally speaking, the goals may be accomplished through the following methods. 

¶ Accept the child where and how she or he is, and work with the individual to help her or 

him achieve their potential.  The student must know she or he is accepted and that their 

good qualities will  be made known to others as well as to her or himself. 

 

¶ Establish an environment of trust.   

 

¶ Establish an atmosphere conducive to communication and learning. 

 

¶ Guide the student in logical thinking and in the responsibility to life problems as well as 

in subject matter. 

 

¶ Provide opportunities for self-expression for the student and for her or his understanding 

of the individual differences of others. 

 

¶ Deal with each classroom situation honestly, according to Christian values, one's abilities, 

and with only one concern, the student. 

 

The philosophy of the school governs its most minute functions and the educational viewpoint will 

be apparent in every area if we teach as Jesus did. 

 

Middle States Accreditation 

 

The Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools accredits St. Bartholomew School.  Middle 

States accreditation is an expression of confidence in St. Bartholomew School's mission, goals, 

objectives, performance, and resources, and validates publicly the excellence in education. 

 

The Middle States Evaluation is an ongoing process requiring the submission of updated plans 

every three years.  After ten years the school is re-evaluated for continued accreditation.  We were 

re-accredited in May 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006. 

 

Non-Discrimination 

 

St. Bartholomew School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all 

rights, privileges, programs, and activities that are generally accorded or made available to 

students at St. Bartholomew School. 

 

There shall be no discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national/ethnic origin in the 

administration of educational or admission policies, scholarship programs, or athletic and other 

school-administered programs. 

 

All students are expected to treat each member of our community with Christian dignity and to 

respect each personôs racial, cultural, ethnic, and religious heritage.  Any student who degrades, 

harasses, or insults another with racial, ethnic, sexual, or religious slurs, intimidation, gestures, 

language, or comments is not practicing the kindness of a true Christian and will face 
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consequences.  Such consequences may include, yet not be limited to, detention or suspension. 

 

Parent/Guardian Cooperation 

 

It is the privilege of St. Bartholomew School to be a partner with parents/guardians in the 

religious and moral formation of your child.  To be effective, mutual cooperation, trust, and 

support are essential for this enormous responsibility.  By sending your child to St. Bartholomew 

School, you have agreed to and will support its institutional policies.  For these reasons, we ask 

the family to become familiar with the philosophy, policies, and procedures developed and 

enforced by St. Bartholomew School.  Parents/guardians are required to state that you have read 

the Student/Parent Handbook, that you accept St. Bartholomew Schoolôs philosophy, policies, 

and procedures, and that you and your child will comply with them. 

 

II.  CURRICULUM  

 

Curriculum Guidelines 

 

In the Catholic schools, quality academic education is dependent on an organized plan of basic 

content with special attention given to the integration of gospel values. 

 

Curriculum guidelines for all subject areas are utilized by the Catholic elementary schools and 

provided through the Department for Catholic Schools.  The guidelines endeavor to give 

continuity to the teaching/learning process, and are geared to meet the individual needs of 

students and to guide the teaching/learning process. 

 

Flexible pacing is an important component of the continuous growth concept. This provision 

places students at an appropriate instructional level and then allows them to move forward in the 

curriculum as they achieve mastery of content and skills.  Students are not to be locked into an 

instructional group. Teachers will assess the abilities of students and allow for flexibility in 

instructional groups. 

 

Teachers, recognizing different learning styles, vary their presentation and assignments so as to 

provide for the individual needs of each child.  Critical thinking skills, problem solving, and 

research techniques are a part of instruction. Enrichment activities are provided for all students to 

broaden lessons presented.  

 

The Continuous Growth Approach to Instruction  

 

The Catholic schools located within the Diocese of Pittsburgh are committed to a program of 

education that seeks knowledge and practice of the Catholic faith, academic excellence, moral  

courage, and the learning of the faith in the light of social teachings of the Church. 

 

The Catholic school offers a strong traditional curriculum.  In the Continuous Growth Program of 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh, students advance through a defined curriculum according to their 
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individual needs and abilities.  In addition to meeting all the requirements of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education, the curriculum gives special attention to the integration of gospel values.  

 

Curriculum guidelines for all subject areas are utilized by the Catholic elementary schools and 

provided through the Department for Catholic Schools.  The guidelines give continuity to the 

teaching/learning process and are geared to meet the individual needs of students. 

 

Research indicates that children will achieve according to the expectancies placed upon them by 

their teachers and parents/guardians.  Catholic school teachers place high expectations on all 

children and they are continuously encouraged to achieve to the best of their ability.  

 

This is particularly true in the skill areas of reading and math. The curricula for these subjects are 

so designed that students may advance through defined levels of competency according to their 

needs and abilities.  Student achievement is evaluated at the studentsô grade level. 

 

The goals of the Continuous Growth Program in language arts and math are:  

 

¶ to recognize and provide for differences in each student's growth patterns 

¶ to provide an environment in reading and math classes that permits and encourages 

continuous progress 

¶ to adapt the math and reading curriculum to each child so as to challenge maximum 

individual development 

¶ to encourage students to exert effort so that they may experience success in their 

encounter with each learning situation 

 

 

Catechetics - Religious Education 

 

Catechetics is the center of the Catholic school.  A conscious effort is made to create a Christ-

centered atmosphere by stressing Christian values and morality in the classroom as well as 

throughout the school.  A conscious effort is made to integrate catechetics into every aspect of the 

school curriculum. 

 

Our belief in Jesus has drawn us to this school community.  Our beliefs are expressed in and 

strengthened by daily communal prayer.  Students develop skills and a love for the Church's daily 

worship.  Prayer includes a prayer service each morning along with simple prayers before and after 

lunch and at the end of the day. 

 

An introduction each morning briefly sketches the saint or feast of the day or some aspect of the 

liturgical season.  Attention is also given to the seasons of the year, to the anniversaries of historical 

figures and peacemakers of our time, and to the civil holidays that have significance for our 

children. 

 

Faith experiences are an integral part of catechetics.  Opportunities for mass and other liturgies, 

Reconciliation, Stations of the Cross, the rosary, and other Catholic prayers, classroom prayer, and 
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service to others are to be included.  All students are required to attend these religious services. 

Community is at the heart of Catholic education, not simply as a concept to be learned, but as a 

reality to be lived. 

The principal, in conjunction with the pastor and the catechetical administrator, work with the 

teachers in the religious development and sacramental preparation of the students.  Parent/guardian 

preparation programs for Reconciliation, Eucharist, Confirmation, and the Catholic Vision of Love 

are held during the year.  These are parish programs and involve all eligible children and 

parents/guardians of the parish. 

 

Catechetics/Religious Formation 

 

The Catholic Church recognizes parents/guardians as the primary educators of their children.  

The role of the parish school is to supplement and complement the role of the parent/guardian.  

In the school, a formal catechetical program is taught daily.  The Diocesan Catechetical 

Curriculum Guidelines, Growing in Godôs Covenant, contain a balance of doctrinal content, 

scriptural understanding, faith formation, prayer, and worship experiences.   

 

Goals and objectives are constant and consistent to enhance the spiritual formation and moral 

development of all students.  A genuine, personal relationship with God and the response to 

worship and service are ultimate goals of the religious instruction.  Liturgical and personal prayer 

are outcomes of the guidance and religious instruction provided. Opportunities for communal, as 

well as personal, prayer are a daily priority.   Careful planning and programming ensure a broad 

and deep understanding of authentic Church doctrine.  A variety of materials and resources are 

used to foster both spiritual growth and moral development.   

 

Parents/guardians are encouraged to communicate in words and actions the Churchôs teaching 

concerning human sexuality.  When adults respond to their sexuality in a love-giving manner, 

they enable their children to integrate the Churchôs teaching concerning human sexuality into 

their own lives. The Catholic Vision of Love is the Diocesan mandated chastity education 

program.  Parents/guardians of students are invited to a yearly presentation during which the 

CVOL is discussed and questions are answered. 

 

Catholic teachers, parents, and guardians can help young people to understand how their moral 

choices and their actions affect their own welfare as well as the welfare of others.  Within this 

perspective, the challenge of HIV/AIDS education for children and young adults prepares them 

for a mature and responsible Christian life by developing attitudes of respect, trust, self-

discipline, and self-esteem.  The program AIDS:  A Catholic Educational Approach to HIV is the 

program used for instruction in the elementary schools.  This is in conjunction with the Diocesan 

Catholic Vision of Love Program. 

 

The curriculum at St. Bartholomew School includes:   

 

Language Arts 

 

The philosophy inherent in the language arts curriculum is one of continuous growth which 
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recognizes and nurtures the God given potential and learning style of the individual.   Language, 

as communication, enables one to become more perceptive through listening, observing, and 

feeling.  Language, as a skill, provides one with the important tools to speak fluently, to read and 

comprehend, to compose, to write legibly, and to spell correctly. An awareness of the history of 

language and the continuous development of vocabulary also are important phases of skill 

development.  An appreciation of literature enriches the student through the experience of skillful 

authors who vicariously open new worlds to the pupil. 

 

Mathematics 

 

The mathematics curriculum presents numerous opportunities for the integration of faith, culture, 

and life by developing an awareness of the gospel values which should permeate real life 

problem solving situations.  

 

It is our mission to enable all students to learn the skills, acquire the knowledge, and develop the 

attitudes in mathematics necessary for them to become morally and socially responsible citizens. 

The challenge is not only to meet and to exceed grade level expectations, but to excite students to 

explore topics on their own, to develop proof for answers, and to learn from one another. 

 

Social Studies 

 

In the Catholic school, social studies provides many opportunities for teachers to help students 

understand, appreciate, and learn how to live Christian social values. 

 

The scope of the social studies curriculum includes elements of anthropology, economics, 

geography, history, political science, and sociology, with emphasis on global awareness and 

values. An integrated interdisciplinary approach helps students develop a sense of relationship 

among the various social studies disciplines. A clear understanding of current events helps 

students to integrate the past with the present and helps to prepare them for the future.  

 

The social studies curriculum begins in kindergarten with an introduction to community helpers.  

It progresses in the primary grades to the study of family and friends, and later encompasses a 

more in-depth study of the community.  Beginning in fourth grade, the curriculum focuses on the 

study of the United States land regions and Pennsylvania history.  At the fifth grade level, both 

United States history through the Civil War and a study of the United States geographical regions 

are studied.  Sixth grade students study world cultures and current events with an emphasis on 

the countries of the eastern hemisphere.  Seventh grade studies world geography and eighth grade 

studies United States history beginning with the Reconstruction to the modern day.  Map and 

geography skills are taught at all levels.  Social studies prepares students for the future by 

instilling the importance of a value-oriented life perspective. 

 

World Languages 

 

The Church is universal and embraces all peoples regardless of race, nationality, and financial 

status.  Therefore, the Catholic school encourages the study of world languages and other cultures.  
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Students learn the sounds and syntax of the language and work toward proficiency in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing.  A variety of materials and methods are used for instruction. 

Enhancement of communication, expanding career opportunities, and community building are 

some of the outcomes of the world language program.  St. Bartholomew School offers Spanish as a 

world language in grades kindergarten through eight.  Many students qualify for year two of this 

language upon entering high school. 

 

Science 

 

A respect for the sacredness of all life, the pursuit of peace and order in the world, an awareness 

of the responsibility to be co-creators of life-giving designs, and protectors of the environment, 

are primary goals of the teaching of science in the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

 

The science curriculum focuses on an inquiry-based process and fosters collaborative learning.  

Science education strengthens life skills such as creative problem solving, critical thinking, team 

cooperation, use of technology, and the value of life-long learning. 

 
Algebra  

 

This subject is an extension of the math course and is offered to students who have completed the 

requirements of the eighth grade math course and are eligible to begin ninth grade requirements. 

 

Health Education 
 

This course is oriented toward the development of proper attitudes and behavior in mental and 

physical health.  Desirable health practices are encouraged so that the student accepts 

responsibility for his or her own physical well-being.   

 

The curriculum presents information at each level of development that will help students make 

wise, moral decisions with respect for the God given gift of life. The health curriculum places 

holistic emphasis on wellness, fitness, behaviors, and skills for healthy, active living. Education 

and health for children are inextricably intertwined. Students then have the benefit of sustained 

learning for reducing health risk behaviors and enhancing health promoting behaviors.  

 

Physical Education 

 

Physical education is a vital component of the curriculum.  We recognize the value of teaching 

students to establish healthy active lives and develop skills needed for present and future leisure.  

 

The curriculum assists students in identifying their physical strengths and weaknesses and 

encourages students to build on these strengths to achieve personal goals. Students learn to 

follow rules and to respect the rights of others through games and physical activity. Learning to 

channel energies constructively helps students perform successfully in life.  
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Fine Arts 

 

The Fine Arts program is vital to all students. Students have the opportunity to deepen their 

awareness of God's gift of creation and to respond in unique ways to the beauty and goodness of 

the world through music, art, and drama.  Instruction in the arts contributes to the development of 

the whole person, promotes individual expression, allows experimentation with diverse materials 

and elements, enables exploration and appreciation of the works of other students, major artists, 

and musicians, develops an awareness and sensitivity toward the environment, and finally 

promotes a deeper understanding of heritage and culture.  

 

The Fine Arts curriculum provides a holistic approach to education that incorporates many 

aspects of the core curriculum and can be integrated into the total educational experience.  

 

The Church, in her educational mission, embraces and fosters growth in all individual and social 

human dimensions including spiritual, moral, intellectual, emotional, and physical. This occurs 

through a ministry embracing a message of faith, taught and lived in community, and reaching 

out in service to others.  

 

Library/Media /Te chnology Center 

 

The school library/media/technology center exists primarily to support and enrich the curriculum. 

It is a service and teaching agency as well as a place of purposeful learning where the use of all 

resources, print and non-print, correlates with the school curriculum to intensify and 

individualize a child's educational experiences.  The library/media/technology center is an 

integrated part of the total curriculum and is an essential element in the development of  lifelong 

learning skills for students.  

 

The integrated approach permits students to develop library/media/technology skills as the need 

for these skills naturally emerge from the curriculum. The librarian and classroom teachers are 

partners in the instructional process. They plan and implement these activities so that the goals of 

both the content area and the library/media/technology  program are achieved.  

 

Our children live in the age of information. A primary objective of education is to learn how to 

identify, locate, organize, and present needed information in a clear, concise, and persuasive 

manner. As technologies change, students need to develop skills to manage complex information. 

The school library/media/technology program is the vehicle that provides opportunities for students 

to achieve these skills and to foster a life-long interest in knowledge.  

 

 Computer 

 

Computer instruction is essential in today's educational process. This instruction includes 

computer awareness and computer literacy. When this instruction and awareness are mastered, 

the computer becomes a basic tool for teaching logical thinking and problem-solving, creative 

writing, communication, the handling of information, and many other aspects of the curriculum.  



 16 

 

Since the Continuous Growth Philosophy guides instruction in schools of the diocese, students 

are led into phases of computer instruction according to their needs and abilities.  

 

Teachers of computer literacy look beyond hardware and develop an awareness of values such as 

relationships, collaboration, ethical conduct, responsibility, and creative expression. As in all 

other areas of the curriculum, the integration of the Gospel values is a part of the 

teaching/learning process in the computer lab and classroom.  

 

Guidance 

 

The guidance curriculum is integrated throughout all subject areas. Its goal is that all children 

will develop self-understanding and a feeling of self-worth. Teachers play an important role in 

helping the student come to an understanding of his/her personal strengths and weaknesses and in 

developing their self-confidence.  The service of a guidance counselor is available on a limited 

basis.  Psychological testing may also be requested.  School personnel are aware of mental health 

agencies located in the neighborhood and local community.  
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Time Allotments ï Primary  
 

Local circumstances may require a variation of time for scheduling purposes as noted in the parenthesis, 

e.g. (40-80).  In all instances the required time allotment for planned courses of 120 clock hours or 

fractional planned courses of 30 clock hours are in compliance with the revised Chapter Five Curriculum 

Requirements of the State Board of Education of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Appropriate 

integration of courses into other planned courses is legitimate but must be documented. 

 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT  

    FIRST YEAR  SECOND YEAR THIRD YEAR 

 SUBJECT  (Min. per week)  (Min. per week)  (Min. per week) 

 

CATECHETICS      150        150        150 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS          (880-900)            (880-900)                        (880-900) 

 

-Reading       600         600        600 

-English           (240-260)            (240-260)            (240-260) 

  (listening, speaking 

  creative writing); 

-Spelling, Handwriting, Phonics 

-Library 

-Spanish 

          

MATHEMATICS    200      200      200 

 

SCIENCE/HEALTH          (80-120)            (80-120)            (80-120) 

  

SOCIAL STUDIES     80                    80        80 

 

MUSIC       80        80        80 

 

ART             (40-60)            (40-60)            (40-60) 

 

PHYSICAL            (40-80)            (40-80)                        (40-80) 

EDUCATION/HEALTH 

 

COMPUTER      40      40      40 

             _____             _____             _____ 

               1650   1650   1650 

 

Additional art instruction is integrated with reading and catechetical instruction.  Additional physical 

education instruction would evolve from planned and organized play at the recess periods. Additional 

computer time may be integrated anytime throughout the daily schedule. Health must be taught as a 

fractional planned course using the curriculum guidelines.  Safety instruction shall be integrated into 

science, health, or physical education classes. Handwriting shall involve teaching manuscript writing in 

the first three semesters of the primary level.  Cursive writing should begin with the second semester of 

the second grade. 
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Time Allotments ï Intermediate 
 

 

 

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT  

 

    FOURTH YEAR FIFTH YEAR  SIXTH YEAR 

 SUBJECT  (Min. per week)  (Min. per week)  (Min. per week) 

 

CATECHETICS   200   200   200 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS   610   610   610 

 

Library      40    40    40 

Reading         250             (200-250)                       (200-250) 

English     200             (200-250)                       (200-250) 

Spelling/ 

  Handwriting    120                         (120-170)                       120 

 

 * Introduction to 

      Second Language    40             (0-50)                           (0-50)    

     

MATHEMATICS   200   200   200 

 

SCIENCE/HEALTH   200   200   200   

 

SOCIAL STUDIES   200   200   200    

      

MUSIC      80    80    80  

          

ART      40    40    40   

            

PHYSICAL                  

EDUCATION/HEALTH   80    80    80 

 

COMPUTER     40    40    40  

           _______          _____            _____ 

        

              1650            1650            1650 

 

 

*Introduction to second language is highly recommended but optional.  If not offered, this instructional 

time is to be added to the Language Arts time. 

 

Additional art instruction is integrated with religion and reading. Additional computer time may be 

integrated anytime throughout the daily schedule.   

 

Health is to be taught as a fractional planned course using the curriculum guidelines.  Safety instruction 

shall be integrated into science, health, or physical education classes.  
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Time Allotments ï Upper Elementary 
 

UPPER ELEMENTARY  DEPARTMENT  
 

    SEVENTH YEAR EIGHTH YEAR  

 SUBJECT  (Min. per week)  (Min. per week)  

 

CATECHETICS   200   200    

 

LANGUAGE ARTS   570   570    

 

*Library     40    40     

   

Reading/Literature             (170-210)                       (170-210)   

English/Speech              (160-200)                       (160-200)       

  

Spelling/Handwriting                           (80-160)                         (80-160)    

**Second Language                                  (0-80)                            (0-80) 

 

MATHEMATICS   200   200     

   

SCIENCE/HEALTH   200   200    

 

SOCIAL STUDIES   200   200    

 

FINE ARTS (Music, Art,   80    80      

  Drama cultural  

        experience) 

 

PHYSICAL      80    80      

EDUCATION/HEALTH 

 

COMPUTER     40           40 

 

***O.V.T. Career Development   80    80 

(Project Business, Red Cross, 

Typing, Junior Achievement, Etc.)      

          _______                         _____    

                 

              1650            1650  
 

*Library instruction time is to be taken from the general language arts time.  
 

**Second language is optional.  If not offered, this time reverts to the total language arts time.  Whenever 

a second language is offered, students completing the course should fulfill the requirements for one 

planned course. 
 

***O.V.T. is optional.  This instructional time can be used for fine arts or second language when O.V.T. 

is not offered. 
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III.  DAILY PRACTICES AND POLICIES  

 

Absences/Tardiness 

 

Regular attendance at school is a major factor in determining academic success.  Students who are 

absent for more than thirty days during the academic year may be denied academic promotion.  A 

parent or guardian must also write an excuse for each absence.  Students are then to hand in this 

excuse to their homeroom teacher upon their return to school.  Pupils are to be in homeroom by 

8:50 A.M.  Children who arrive later than 8:50 A.M. will be marked as tardy/absent in the morning 

depending upon their actual arrival time.   Three or more tardies will equate to a one-hour after 

school detention.  Children who arrive at school from 11:00 A.M. and on, and remain until the end 

of the day, will be marked absent in the morning.  Children in grades kindergarten through eight, 

who leave school before 11:00 A.M., on full day sessions, and do not return that afternoon, will be 

marked absent in the afternoon.   

 

Academic Eligibility  

 

Any student with one or more failures at the close of any academic quarter will be declared 

academically ineligible to participate in all extracurricular activities.  The student and their 

parents/guardians will be notified at the start of the period of ineligibility.   

 

Student eligibility status for participation in extracurricular activities will be reviewed at the time of 

the next quarterôs progress reports.  Notification of eligibility reinstatement or the continuation of 

ineligibility will also be given at this time by the teacher to the parent/guardian. 

 

Addressing Adults 

 

Students are expected to accord all teachers, faculty, and staff proper courtesy and respect.  

Teachers and all other adult members of the school faculty and staff are to be addressed by their 

proper title at all times (Father, Mr., Mrs., and Miss, etc.) 

 

Admissions/Registration Policies 

 

St. Bartholomew School admits students of any race or national or ethnic origin to all the rights, 

privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to all students formally 

accepted into the school.  We do not discriminate on the basis of race, or national or ethnic origin, 

in the administration of our educational policies, admission policies, athletic, or other school 

administered programs.  Children who are not Catholic are expected to participate in religion 

classes and to attend all religious functions of the school/church. 

 

Children wishing to enter our three-year old preschool sessions must be three-years old by October 

1, and those wishing to begin our four-year old classes must be four-years old by October1.  

Students entering kindergarten may be required to take a readiness test and must be five years of 

age by October 1. Official certificates of birth and baptism are required at the time of registration.  

Those registering for grades 1-8 must fulfill the age and or grade requirement for the desired grade 
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level and present three letters of recommendation from the previous school.  A mini-battery may be 

administered to all new students to verify placement.  Grade level and academic group 

determinations are made on the basis of school records.  No students will be accepted who already 

have been given an I.E.P., Individualized Education Plan, and that I.E.P is still current and active. 

 

Immunization records must be complete before any child may enter school.  The requirements are 

as follows: 

 

 
 1 dose of chicken pox vaccine 

 4 doses of diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis. One dose must be after the fourth birthday 

 3 doses of oral polio vaccine 

2 doses of measles vaccine after the first birthday or proof by a blood test of having had measles 

1 dose of mumps vaccine after the first birthday or proof by a physician's letter of having had mumps  

1 dose of rubella vaccine after the first birthday or proof by a blood test of having had German measles 

3 properly spaced doses of hepatitis B vaccine (K-4) 

 

 

Alcohol/Drugs 

 

Sale, use, transfer, possession, or aiding possession of alcohol or other illegal drugs or related 

paraphernalia on school property or at a school-sponsored student activity, is absolutely 

forbidden.  St. Bartholomew School fully adheres to and supports the Pittsburgh Diocesan 

Substance Abuse Policy. 

 

Assignment/Homework Notebooks 

 

As per the school supply list, all students in kindergarten through eighth grade must purchase a 

homework notebook via the school office by the first week of September.  All students are 

expected to use only this homework notebook on a daily basis. 

 

Attendance 

 

Vacation or family trips are not necessarily recognized as a valid excuse for absences.  Please 

refrain from taking vacations during school time.  All medical appointments such as dentist 

and/or orthodontist visits should be scheduled after school hours, on school holidays, or during 

the summer months. 

 

Absences from school are defined as either excused or unexcused according to guidelines from the 

Pennsylvania School Code.  Excused absences include illness, quarantine, impassable roads, 

recognized religious holidays, and urgent reasons, such as a death in the family, or a court 

appearance. The state guidelines also permit an excused absence for educational trips if a request 

is sent to the school prior  to the dates of the trip.  If no prior  notice is received, the absence is 

classified as unexcused. 

 

 




