November, 2008

A Message From Mrs. Pricer

We have so much to be thankful for here at St. Bartholomew School. The first two months of school have
been very busy, exciting and productive. We have completed the first nine week grading period and report
cards will be distributed during parent/guardian conferences. The teachers are looking forward to meeting
with all the parents and guardians Tuesday, November 4, 2008.

Great News!!! Our Smart Board was recently installed in our computer lab. The Smart Board was
purchased with our State Funded monies. These interactive whiteboards are essentially giant computer
touch screens that can be used in all subject areas. Please stop in our computer lab and check it out.

The School Advisory Board continues to work on three major objectives. These are the areas that we are
focusing on: academic and student affairs; student recruitment and retention; public relations, finance, and
development. | want to thank all of the members of the School Advisory Board who have worked tirelessly
over the past several months. If anyone is interested in serving on the Advisory Board, please call the
principal at (412) 242-2511, ext.3

Our first Open House will be held on Friday, November 21, 2008. Open House will be held from 9:00 —
11:00 A.M. Please invite your family and friends and any interested prospective student and their families.
It would be a great time to showcase our school.

IMPORTANT REMINDER TARDIES/EARLY DISMISSALS

We understand that emergencies occur, however, more and more frequently, students are being dropped off
late and being picked up early. The school day begins at 8:50 A.M. and ends at 3:15 P.M. Children
need to be at school on time. This not only teaches them self-discipline; it also teaches responsibility. In
the event that your child has to be brought in late, a parent or an adult must come into the school office
with the student and sign him/her in. Students are not permitted to sign themselves in.

In addition, we ask that you not call the school office after 3:00 P.M. to alter the way your child/ren are to
go home. This is a very busy time in the school office and your message may not be received in time to let
your child/ren know of the changes.

IMPORTANT REMINDER PICK-UPS/DROP-OFFS

For the safety of our children, all students are to be dropped off and picked up around the back of the
building. Students being brought to school before 8:35 A.M. must be dropped off at the cafeteria
entrance. Students are not permitted to be in their homeroom until a teacher is present.

We also ask that parents do not park their vehicles in front of the office’s main entrance (even for a
minute). Doing so blocks the way for other cars and school busses to get around to the back of the
building. We thank you for your cooperation.

The faculty, staff and | wish all of you a most blessed Thanksgiving holiday.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Linda L. Pricer



Golden Apple Nominations

Through the generosity and kindness of the Donahue Family Foundation, the Golden Apple Award has
been established to honor outstanding individuals who devote their lives to teaching in Catholic schools.
The diocese recognizes and deeply appreciates the unique charge these teachers have to the holistic
development of each student. Catholic school educators are not only state certificated, but are also diocesan
accredited, which insures the integration of Gospel values in all subject areas. Because of this dual
responsibility, the Catholic school educator is a special person who leads by example and sets students on a
course destined to reach their full intellectual and spiritual potential.

In light of the valuable contribution made by Catholic school teachers to the Church, and society in general,
the diocese would like to show its appreciation through the Golden Apple Award program. There will be
eight $5,000 awards for elementary teachers and two $5,000 awards for secondary teachers.

I The Nominating Process

A. The nominator will be a teacher, parent or student.

B. All nominations will be sent to the principal.

C. The candidate must have completed a minimum of three full years teaching in the
elementary or secondary school they are presently located. These schools must be listed
in the Catholic Schools Directory.

D. The applicant must have state certification, diocesan accreditation and be certified and
updated in catechetical course work.

E. Each school may nominate one full-time teacher

If you would like to nominate one of our outstanding teachers for this award, please fill out the enclosed
application and turn into the office. All Golden Apple nominations are due by December 19, 2008.

Mrs. Sicilia and Mrs. Pricer are past recipients of Golden Apple Awards are not eligible to be nominated
for this award again.

Target

We’ve discovered a terrific way to raise funds for our school. It is super-easy, and all you have to do is use
your Target® Visa® or Target® Card. We will receive a percentage of the amount of each purchase in the
form of a cash donation from Target through the Take Charge of Education® program. It’s easy.

Just visit target.com/tcoe, or call 1-800-316-6142 to designate our school. So if you are going to Target
anyway, please consider using your Target®, Visa® or Target® Card. Big thanks to those who are already
doing their part to make a great school even better. Remember Christmas is coming.

Nestle Purified Water

We are now collecting Nestle Pure Life Purified Water, Nestle Pure Life Purified Fruit Flavored Water
Beverages, or Nestle Pure Life Green Tea Refreshers labels to earn new sports equipment.

Election Day 2008

Please note that there is no school on Tuesday, November 4", This is the day of our scheduled
parent/guardian/teacher conferences. We encourage all of you to participate in the elections this year as it
is very important to exercise our freedom and responsibility to vote.

Health and Beauty Aid Update

Hats off to Mrs. Eggan and our sixth graders, who won the reward for our Health and Beauty Aid Drive,
all items will come in handy for the needy in our area. As a reward, the eighth graders will be treated to a
dress down day on Wednesday, November 19, 2008. Thank you all for your participation in helping others.



A Few Reminders

e All students should have already purchased a school approved homework notebook and have it with

them all day and every day at school.

All textbooks and workbooks are to be covered at all times.

Boys in grades four through eight should wear a belt to school every day.

Shirts and blouses should be tucked in at all times for all students.

Girls’ skirts are not to be rolled up.

Any food item that is listed on the daily menu may also be purchased as an a la carte item.

Weather permitting; we will always have outdoor recess. As long as the temperature is above freezing

and the back parking lot is considered safe, i.e. not covered with ice or snow, we will go outside for

recess. Therefore, please make sure that your child/ren has a coat or jacket, hat, gloves, scarf, etc.

e If your child is absent from school due to an illness of some kind, they should not participate in any
school sponsored events for the rest of that day. An example would be as follows: If your child stays
home because they are not feeling well, they should not show up for basketball or cheerleading
practice, games, Santa Shop, etc.

Thank you for your cooperation in all of the above mentioned areas.

Winter Wrap UP

Please keep in mind as the colder weather approaches that the children are permitted to wear school
approved sweaters and sweatshirts. Due to the projected higher increases in the cost of fuel, we will try to
conserve as much as possible at St. Bartholomew School in order to keep our costs in line with our earlier
projected budget.

Confirmation News

Sponsors, parents, and guardians are asked to attend a meeting on Sunday, November 23, at 7:00 P.M. in
church. A date for the reception of the sacrament has not yet been determined. However, this evening has
been set aside to inform you about the responsibility and expectations that go hand in hand with the
receiving of this Sacrament of Initiation.

Calendar Reminders

Please remember there is an 11:15 A.M. dismissal on Wednesday, November 26, 2008. Extended Day

Care will be provided in the morning and afternoon on November 26*. Don’ t f or get , Penn Hi
transport the students’ home on Wednesday, November 26, 2008. Parents must provide their child’s

transportation.

There are no classes on Thursday, November 27". and Friday, November 28™. and Monday,
December 1%
Classes resume on Tuesday, December 2, 2008.

Extended Day Care will not be available on Thursday, November 27" . or Friday, November 28". or
Monday, December 1%. This service is never available when school is not in session. Our caretakers will
be enjoying a well-deserved vacation break with their own families and friends.

Bus Safety and Bus Rides Home

Flashing red lights on a bus always mean Do Not Pass! This applies to any place that bus is, including our
school parking lot. Please do not leave your vehicle running, with a young child in it unattended. This is
extremely dangerous. The safety of everyone, children and adults alike, is of utmost importance.



When riding a bus, students should be seated at all times. Hands, arms, heads, etc., should always be
inside. No one is permitted to throw objects out of bus windows.

Also, appropriate, Christian language should always be employed when using public transportation. Thank
you for your cooperation in these matters.

If one student wants to ride home on a bus with another student, students need to be from the same public
school district and both must have approval to ride on the bus in the first place. If this is not the case,
parents/guardians must provide the transportation themselves.

Donations Appreciated

Thank you to the following families for your generosity: The Maloya family for their paper donation.

Conference Reminder

Parent/Guardian-Teacher conferences are scheduled for students in grades preschool through eight are set
for Tuesday, November 4, 2008. Conference times are from 12:00 P.M. — 2:30 P.M. and then again from
4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. Report cards will be handed out at this time.

Hopefully, these selected times will accommodate everyone. Your child/children is/are encouraged to
attend the conference with you. There will not be any classes for your child on the day of their conference.
All money owed to the school, such as tuition, lunch ticket money, or library fees should be paid in full by
this time or report cards will not be issued to you.

Chimbote Mission News

On Tuesday, November 11, 2008, we are having a dress down day for the Chimbote Missions. It will be a
Red, White and Blue day. A $1.00 donation is suggested. Please put your student’s money in and envelope
marked with your child’s name and room number. Thank you for your generosity...

Tuition Reminder

Our fifth tuition payment is due on November 1 or 15. All accounts must be up-to-date in order for a report
card to be issued. There are no exceptions to this policy.

School Lunch Program

Student lunches cost $2.50/day but you can save by buying a strip of (5) lunch tickets for $11.00. These
lunch tickets do not have to be used consecutively; they can be used anytime throughout the school year. |If
you have any questions about our lunch program please call Mrs. Peggy Ward, Cafeteria Manager @412-
731-1386.

Reminders

Scholastic Book Fair: December 5 and 6", 2007
SANTA SHOP: Wednesday, November 19™.
Thursday, November 20™.
and Friday, November 21%.
OPEN HOUSE: Friday, November 21, 2008 from 9 —11:00 A.M.



