ST. BARTHOLOMEW SCHOOL

October 2008
A Message from Mrs. Pricer:
Dear Parents/Guardians:

As we begin our second month of school, | would like to personally thank everyone for the
tremendous amount of support and assistance that you have given to me and to our teachers.
The past few weeks have been wonderful! We continue to have a renewed spirit in our school,
and it is apparent in every classroom and every hallway. Our children and teachers are
working hard, and it shows in everything they do. | am so proud of our school, our teachers
and, most of all, our children. We could not have accomplished any of this without the support
and encouragement of the parents and guardians.

By now, you should have received an individual progress report for your child. These progress
reports, which show mid-report grades, were given to the students on September 23". Please
be sure to review this report with your child and return the signed summary form by October
1%, Thank you!

Please feel free to contact me at anytime with questions or concerns.
My door is always open.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Linda L. Pricer
Principal




Monthly Envelope

Please return your monthly envelope to school after you have read all the contents. Place items
in it that you have been asked to complete. We will empty and reuse your envelope for the
following month’s information. Those who have chosen to receive electronic newsletters,
please download any information that you may need. Both the monthly envelopes and the
electronic information is the same. Excuses need to be written for all absences and tardies.
Please try to schedule medical and dental appointments when school is not in session, on early
dismissal days, or during vacation break, if possible. Thank you

Music Galore

Classes for band, piano, violin and bells are now available at St. Bartholomew School.

Band classes are held on Wednesdays. Students may learn to play brass, woodwind, or
percussion instruments. Piano lessons are given by Professor Coury before or after school. The
Bell Choir will resume after October 6, 2008.

Under Cover

All books and workbooks are to be covered at all times. Please check your children’s materials
and cover or re-cover any items that need to be covered; material that is damaged or in ill
repair will have to be paid for in full. If you need book covers, please ask at the office.

Thank you.

Spanish Classes

Did you know that pupils in kindergarten through eighth grade have Spanish class for eighty
minutes per week? Ms. Craver works with our pre-school through grade four students, and
Mrs. Loera instructs our fifth through eighth grade students.

Tuition /Fees

It is extremely important that your tuition is paid on time....Payments are due on the first or
fifteenth of the month. Separate checks are requested for all accounts, as different people
handle different accounts. Please mark the student’s name, homeroom number, and what the
payment is for, (i.e. extended day, lunch tickets, fund raisers, etc.) on all transactions.

NSF checks that are returned will need to be replaced with cash, money order, or cashier’s
check ONLY. There will also be a $35.00 replacement fee.
We will not accept a check for a returned check

Anyone having two (2) checks returned, for any reason, will have to pay in cash or money
order only. No other personal checks will be accepted for the duration of the school year.
Thank you for your cooperation.



Extended Day

We have child care available from 7:00 A.M. to 8:30 A.M. on the mornings when school is in
session. Child care is available from 3:30 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. after school when school is in
session. If we have two-hour weather or other type of delay in the morning, Extended Day will
be available. If we have a cancellation, there is no Extended Day.

Extended Day is also available on Early Dismissal Days from 11:15 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. There
is a one-time $25.00 yearly registration fee for this service and an hourly charge of $4.00. If
needed, there is a form to fill out each month for Extended Day. If you are in need of
Extended Day and have not signed up, just call the office (before 3:00 P.M.) so that we can
arrange for your child to go directly to Extended until you can pick him/her up.

Making Transportation Changes

If a parent/guardian is making a change in transportation for their child, a dated and signed
note must be sent to school on that day or earlier. Parents/guardians also need to instruct their
child regarding any transportation changes.

We cannot have parents/guardians calling at 3:15, 3:20, or 3:25 P.M. etc. asking us to change a
student’s transportation. By these times, some buses have already departed and students have
been dismissed from classrooms. The safety and well being of each and every student is an
utmost priority. If there is ever a doubt or question about transportation, we certainly will
contact you. If we cannot reach you and your child is unsure about dismissal, he or she will be
sent to Extended Day. It is important to note, your child will never be left alone. A teacher or
staff member will always be with your child until the issue is settled.

Please realize it is not safe or fair to office personnel and your children to leave dismissal
questions unanswered. Do not wait until after 3:15 P.M. to make such an important decision.
As stated above, if we are unable to resolve a transportation issue your child will be sent to
Extended Day, and you will be charged the fees for that service. The only exception to this
rule, is if the bus company does not come, or does not pick up your child. We will do the best
we can to have the bus come back, but sometimes the circumstances are out of our hands, and
we need to send the child to Extended until a parent can be reached for pick-up. You will not
be charged for that time only.

Dismissal Reminders

When there is an 11:15 A.M., EARLY DISMISSAL, The Pittsburgh, Plum and Woodland
Hills bus riders use the gym exit. Walkers and car riders in grades K-8 are to use the gym exit
only. Penn Hills does not provide busing to St. Bartholomew School students on early
dismissal days.



Weather Reminder for Two Hour Delays/School Cancellations

We at St. Bartholomew School will follow the lead of the Penn Hills School District. If they
announce a two-hour delay, then St. Bartholomew has a two-hour delay. If they announce a
cancellation, then St. Bartholomew School is also cancelled for that day.
You are reminded to listen to the following for school delays or closings:

KDKA TV And Radio, KQV 1410 Radio, WPXI-TV, or WTAE-TV
We will still have Extended Day available on days with a two-hour delay. If that delay turns
into a cancellation, then Extended Day is cancelled for the day as well. If your child has
already arrived at Extended Day and a delay turns into a cancellation, you will be notified and
asked to come and pick them up as soon as you are able.

Extended Day is not available when St. Bartholomew is not in session.

Kindergarten Delays

All kindergarten students will report to school whenever we have a two-hour delay. Reporting
time for all students, K — 8 will be 10:35 A.M. on these days. Half-day kindergarten students
will be dismissed at 1:00 P.M. on these occasions. Full-day kindergarten students will remain
until regular dismissal time at 3:15 P.M. If half-day kindergarten students are not picked up by
1:00 P.M. they will be sent to the office, where you may incur a fee.

We Need Your Forms

If you have not yet returned your emergency cards, transportation forms, memorandum of
understanding, family surveys, etc. please do so immediately. We require this information to
continue the processing of paperwork for the school and the diocese as well. Thank you for
your cooperation.

Homework Notebooks

As per our end of the year newsletter last spring, and at open house, families were informed
that all students in K-8 were to purchase the school approved homework notebooks. If you
have not yet done so, the fee is $4.00 and all students are expected to use only the approved
homework notebook.



Giant Eagle News

Did you know that you could help our school by shopping at Giant Eagle? If you register your
Advantage Card, all of your store purchases will be credited to St. Bartholomew School. It is
very easy to do. You may phone 1-800-474-4777 to register or go online at
www.gianteagle.com and go to Apples for Students. Our school identification number is 1038.
With your help, we hope to purchase new technology equipment. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Open Door

Just a reminder that my door is always open to you, whether it is just a visit, a concern, or a
question. | am always happy to meet with you. If you wish to call and leave a message for me,
I will return your phone call.

Donations

Thank you to the following for:
- Paper: Mrs. Allen, and Mr. Fonzi
- Mr. Jim Winter for all the new office furniture.
- Mrs. Dawson and helpers for the wonderful Welcome Back Dinner
- Mrs. Annette Babilon for help in the office
- Mrs. Christie Frachioni for her help with office work, and library collections
- Mrs. Frachioni, Mrs. Ressler, Mrs. Rubash, Mrs. Suvak, for lunch and recess duty. We
always need help, so if you are available, please contact the office
- Mrs. Donaldson for the toothbrushes and tooth-fairy boxes
- Mr. Tassari and Mrs. Tullis for Extended Day snacks

Paper, Paper and more Paper

We are always in need of good copy paper, one-sided is fine. Please make sure it is elementary
school friendly and remove all staples. We will gladly accept new paper at any time either in
white or colors. Thank you

School Picture Days
St, Bartholomew School picture day for all students, faculty, and staff will be October 17"
Forms for these pictures will be sent home with your student.

A picture retake day will be scheduled at a later time. Group photos of the student’s activities,
such as sports, band, Student Council, etc. will also be scheduled in the future. All students will
be photographed for the purpose of the yearbook/permanent record cards.



Chimbote Missions

On Friday, October 10™, we will hold a dress down day for the Chimbote Missions in Peru.
This is a diocesan sponsored mission in a very poor remote section of Peru. Students, teachers,
and staff may elect to dress down or not. The donation to participate is $1.00 or more if you
can. Participants may wear jeans, t-shirts, tennis shoes, jogging outfits, etc. Let us all support
this worthy cause.

Angel Fund

Did you know that you may contribute to our school’s Angel Fund program through your place
of employment and the United Way, by using agency code 963172? Have a say on where your
hard earned money goes. Sign up today. You may donate directly to the school and then your
entire designated donation goes to the fund. Nothing is taken out for United Way processing
fees if you donate directly to St. Bartholomew School.

St . Bart’'s Parish Fall Festival

A flyer is enclosed with all the information for the Parish Fall Festival running Thursday,
October 9 thru Sunday, October 12. Help will be needed on Saturday, September 27 for Booth
Set-up, and Saturday and Sunday, October 4 & 5 for Tent Setup. Sign up sheets will be
available in the Church Vestibule for volunteers during the Festival. Please help if you can...
Ride Tickets available at school office.....

Wish List for the Festival

We are in need of Pepsi/and or Coke Products(120z. cans) regular, diet, caffeine-free, Ginger
Ale, Root Beer, Mountain Dew, and Orange Crush. Heavy Duty 55-Gallon Trash Bags; White
Dinner Napkins; Heavy Duty Aluminum Foil; Plastic Wrap; 8 or 9” Foam Dinner Plates; 1
gallon or larger plastic Ziplock Bags; Plastic Silverware; Condiments; Aluminum Throw-
Away Pans (for steam tables) — large 20 x12 x 3 and small 12x 10x 2.

Items may be dropped off at the rectory or the vestibule of the Church, please mark Wish List”.
Thank you so much for your spirit of support.

Halloween Festivities

All students in grades Pre-K — 8 will participate in a Halloween party on Friday, October 31%
at 2:00 P.M. October 31%. will be a dress down day for all students. Students are not to dress
in Halloween Costumes on October 31%. Grades 6, 7, and 8" will participate in a Walkathon
for Children’s Hospital from 9:00 — 11:00 A.M. in the back parking lot.

Homeroom teachers will plan their class party with PTG homeroom helpers. Food, drinks,
games and or crafts will be discussed at this level first. Teachers will let their students know
plans and expectations in advance. Thank you for your cooperation.



REMI NDER ......... . REMI NDER ............REMI NDER .............

Please note the following dates on your October calendar:

9 Thursday, October 9 St. Bartholomew Parish Festival Begins

9 Sunday, October 12  St. Bartholomew Parish Festival Ends

9 Thursday, October 23 School will be dismissed at 11:15 A.M.
No lunch program
Extended Day will be available until 6:00 P.M.
Pittsburgh, Plum and Woodland Hills buses will pick up our
students
Penn Hills does not pick up on early dismissal days.
Parents/Guardians must transport

1 Friday, October24 ~ NO SCHOOL - Clerical Day



